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Within sight of the New
York City skyline, a couple
enjoys a backyard garden

where
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ongestion. [t's a synonym for Hobao-

ken, Mew Jersey,
"There's maybe  40,000-50,000
peopke. There's & project, an old Halian
neightorhood, 153 bars, kots of Wall Street money—
& two-bedroom aparfment just sold for 32 million,”
Bo Dziman savs. “We are completely surrounded by

everything that is urban.”

With the crush of the city weighing heawy, Bo says,
“putdoor space is like a drig that vou have to hawe.”
He and wile Adrienine Choma found that space in an

ABOVE: Tha striking fobage of Parills ‘Magilla’ is often mistaken for

coleus, In Adrenne Choma and Bo Deiman's garden it makes a dramatic
statemant in a patch of predominantly green hwes, DPPOSITE: Towering
canna laliage rises through a profusion of Japanese blcodgrass, hoslas,
Euphorbin, sweet potato vines, and other foliage plants in a deck planter.

unlikely place—thelr 22x50-foot backyard, and in an
evenn more unlikely form—a secret garden wrapped
in the serena embrace of ancient Gothic church nains
seemingly transported intact from the Irish country
side. In truth, howewer, the selting was constructed
mere months ago under the guiding hand of Adam
Heppe, a transplanted Ausiralian who works as a
landscape architect for the Port Authority

Making Much Out of Little

The genesis of the garden dates back to 1995, when
Bo and Adrienne bought their Hoboken brownstone.
Mative son Frank Sinatra is said to heve had his ton-
sils removed in an office that’s mow the dining room
of the narmow 18805 lallanate buikding. The home's
empty backyard drew Adrienme. Alhough pinched







ABOVE: Seeking light, a Kwanzan cherry from the original garden branches
oubwand over the ipd deck. The tree provides a cool, shady dining umbnella
an hot gity afterncons. OPPOSITE: Tha area arcund the cockiall pool = a
favorite spot for Adrienne and Bo's outdoor parties. Lush myors

of trapbcal plants give it the feel of an exotic getaway,

between high-rises and a church—and not much big-
ger tham a Midwestern vegetable patch—the vard
seemed rich with potential

For a time, the couple lived happily with thelr new

garden, bolstering the soll and adding perennials, But
on a blistering July afternoon, they tock a dip in the
pond to cool off. Bad iea, The pond was filled with
stagnant, unfillered water. “It was disqusting, " Bo recalls

They decided they wanted a real pool, even if it had
bo be small, Moreover, Adrienne and Bo conchaded, i
they were going to add a pool, they might as well

reda the entire bachyvard so they could sfep out their
back door and escape the city

Thl:’{-.' ook their wish st ta L'lllll'\:-r.'dl'_h_' whiz | loppe.
‘We wanted a feel more than a look,” Adrienne
explains, “something inwiting, scothing, embracing.”
The main requirements were a cocktall pool, & water
feature to provide relaxing sounds, and a theme that
woudd pull it all together to create a quiet retreat

Let the Ruins Begin

The theme was unlike anything Hoboken had seen,
inspired by ruins that Hoppse remembered from Europe.
He also drew inspiration from the ehureh next doar
Az Hoppe fleshed oul the idea, he even created a
whimsical story. The “ruins,” he imagines, were left
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“Heritage' River binch

trom an old church that had been destroved. then
rebudlt st door

While Hoppe planned, Bo spent more than seven
months. shutiing back and forth 1o city departments
on his motor scooter to gain the necessany permits.
“This was the biggest garden project Hoboken had
ever seen, and olfficials were just stumped as to what
decislons to make,” he says.

In the end, Bo won his battle, and the outdoor
getawary took shape. The largest segment of the ruins
helps dismise a towering brick wall along one side
of the garden. The other portion, an arch just beyand
the patio, creates a window Into the garden.

Hoppe used the arch, along with various plantings
and crooks in the garden path, to break up sight
lines through the backyard, That trick divides the gar-
den into a series of interesting views while lending It
an ilusion of expansiveness. A few small trees pro-
vide solace from high-rise neighbors. Bo gained maore
privacy and further softened the Bnes of surrounding
walls and fences by stringing wires in strategic spots
and allowing Boston ko to clamber up the wires,

Plantings also crowd the borders of the irregular-
shape pool, which has soaked up to 10 guests af a
time during the couple’s parties. Hoppe selected the
pool area’s dominant plant, a red-keal banana tree,
which has turned out to be Adrienne’s favarite plant.
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OPPOSITE: A striking stained-glass window in the side-
wall ruin mimics those of a noighbaring church. A small
water foature bedow the window provices a constant,
félaxing murmur that sacihes the spirit,
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The deck, made of plantabion-grown Ipd, adds to
the seiting. The wood & extremely hard, virtualy
mperdous lo the rmvages of weather and time, and
ages to a mellow silver-gray. Hounding out the look,
stained gl.:u fil!l'irgh,r fills one of the néms’ arched
windows, where a small waterfall rurmurs below.

The scuneds and sights seem a continent apart from
the comngested city streets just outside the walls. And
Bo and Adrenne coukin't be more pleased. “The
best surprise of all was that the finished garden was
even mode beautifd than we thought it could be,”
Adrienme says. “Mow we use the garden constanthy,
h.ﬂppily.h far erdertaining, ard g&fu':n:’h.uly. iy thal ous
friends can enpoy It too.”

CPPOSITE: A paperbark maple (el foreground) and river
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birch (faft rear) frama the haated cockiall pool, Adrienne has
to replace the banana tres (right) each spring. ABOVE:
Acdrisnne afed thes trio of cantury-old Ethioplan milking stools
at pool’s edge. “Thay have a wonderful organicness to them,”
landscape architect Adam Hoppe Says.

Creating a city garden can be an exercise
in dalermination. Expest to B challengsd
by Essues soch an bursancratic road-
biocks, bad wmoll, and uansopporiive
nalghbors. Bo DEiman olfers thie advice:
"Dios'i ke sfrald of barriers, whether o
ity hall or in the desdgn, becaase (here’s
always a solation.” Considor the Fol-
lowikng as you plan your peaject:

Kenp I legal. Make sure you know what
permibts you need. Urban propanty s hoay-
iy rognalabed, and i yoai (Al 1o Reed e
rules, you conld be rubject 1o fimes and/or
the prospect of tearing out your new
garden. Your clity hall stall eam provide
& chechlisl of steps you nesd to take.

e

Planning Your Urban Oasis

Ask & pro. A landecape desigier or
landscape archiiect crm iranalaie ypomr
inspiration amnd ldeoos lmto & workable
plan, thes awerses constructlon. Thal
gort of kolp can ba parthoularly wessiul
whens you're working with muoitiple can-
tractore. If you're om & limited budgat,
key to 8l least st asids monay fOF A cOR-
selintion with a landscaps profesalonsl
to pot advios and a garden drawing.

Build on & good lcundation., A sall ey
may tall you what you Rlraady SEepsct,
that yoor soll is low on notrients, heavily
compacted. and kaced with construciion
doabris, Play 1 sabe. Loogan =afl whare
you're creating planting beds to the depth

el at loast one ehoval ssoop, and get rid
of any vnnstural debris. Then edd
planty of compost and a balancod, sbow-
releass fortikizer,

Conslder tlvo views. Troes, vines, hadgen,
and fences can all provide privacy, b
you don™t want to block attractive wirwa,
A garden with a series of Imberrupied
slght linea will add Ehe Dloesion of depth
and sizes fo a small yard.

Be realistic. Consbdar how much time you
wani o devods to maintsnance. To save
on chores, oconsider low-maintonanco
follage plants and an Irrigation syatem
with sutamaled walering.

-
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STEP 1: after excavating a rectangle-
- shape pit framed with plywood, contracions
pouned concreto lootings einforeed wilh

they cut an outling of the window,
then reassamibled the remaining block
frapmanls and sat them in mortar

Contractors followed
these steps to make
the Gothic wall.

STEP 2: Ginder block walls
warns assembled using standend
ooncrate blocks sel in mortar, Local
zoning regulations determined tha
wall height,

STEP 5: To give the fresh veneer
a weatharsd appaarance, crews
paintod portions of the stone with a
mixture af butlermilk, yogurt, and
moss. The surface was kept moist
for sewvoral weeks 1o halp the moss
pet establishad.
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