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All Decked Out

BY DEEGO CUPOLLY

people need to come home from work and gee a litle down time,

;wl’uml-];. muxes] with o dose of fresh air In response. developers
have been lJl"rq-:]l:il'll_F' hevmies with a prreater forous om cuntd oo S[HICES ~ anal
buyers are answerg with a sy ol relief From decks o r|1-||l’|1:||'| BT,
residents are making use of the fittle spoce they have and redefining their
private eutdoor Bving ares.

Some new deck designs are wransforming the traditional backyund mao
a fully functional kitchen. More homeowners are installing water lines for
anks wnd making spaces for built-in barbeques and ranpes, savs John
Craig, owner of A & C Construction and a salesperson at The Home
Depeodt in Secavcus. When the space is available, Craig says his customcrs
ask for wrap-around decks and sometimes kave windows removed 1o
make room for sliding doors. When space 15 not available, using metal
halvisters mstend |l|!-h|.||.113.' wionid supparts oan |'|r]|'| ||r|1:||1 Jwr'll;-rq ﬂl; ]
deck in their courtvand,

Building materials are another aspect of deck constructsan that has been
evolving, When shopping on a budger, Craig Rivds most of his customers
buy presure-trepted wood and stain it every couple of vears 1o keep it
healthy. The average price for a 150-square-foot, pressure-treated wood
deck wath stwirs and railings ranges from $L000 10 55,500,

I winge in g ety ean leave one fecling cramped and solated. Some
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This deck In Montchalr was designed by Adam Hoppe
Design, LLC, Hoboken. Londscaping and inslallofion by
Hufnaged Londscapang, Inc., Mot Besgen.
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*Beeaase the market 18 20 overloaded
with different materinls mght now, |
think peaple are starting to go back 1o
thee hasics,” Craig savs,

For am acdditional S1A0 per squre fosot,
some people are buying compodite
materials {a combination of vinyl and
woods) bocause they are thowght o be
easier to muinkon, l:'nlg alvises nﬁn.'ir.u.'l
this because, he says, vinyl products
can warp in hot temperatures, 15 ako
highly flammable and releases oo
fiumes i it burns.

“Composite decks are ogly,” says
Valerie Hufnagell, co-owner of the Tocal
firm Huﬁ.:g-.-l!l I..n.ml.u,—.lpirlg. “Wou can't
ke 1."m':,"l ksok ke wond, F:I1|'|[¢ gt
tricked into getting it becase they think
it's easy i maintming, but vou have o
clean it just ke any wood produce”

Some homeowners are looking at
other ogions, such as exotie, dumble
wionds that have become maore avadable,
[ppe, foe example, 15 o dense Brazilian
waond that resists rot and insects better
than any other wood, giving it a 33-year
minimum lifetime puaranice, acoording
tor Hufmagell.

Hufagell prefirs o build decks with
ipe because of its strength wnd abality 1o
Bicle intes :.'i|'|.'u11.r I,:L'I:.'. lzkes L_':H]ur. irl:|1|:_-
mrrface 18 left unfinishesl Costomers enn
alsor chioose to apply an ad to maintain
the wood’s dark brown color, She also
recommends that buvers make sure the
wood is certified by the Forestry
Stewardship Councill e deter  illegal
logpng i the ram forest. At 850 n
sjuare [ewiat, ip-c miy s micsre rupi,:nsiw:
than other moterals, but Hufungell
insists that an “educated customer will
by a better prodhuct”

Up On the Roof

Replacing that hlack, bubhly stuffon cioy
rooftops with an eco-fiendly  “green
roof™ has becomes another trend starting
o make an appearance on this side of
the Hudson River.

Green foofs can be rooftop terrices
or gardens designed 1o meduce the
buildinges electral needs by sspphang
better insulution, meaning it will keep an
apartment conal n the ssmmer and
warm in the winter, They can also
collect non-potable water for vour
apartments  dishwasher and varioos
appliances. Though hving moa bulddmg:
with a green roof may cost more up
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frong, the resident will save an average of
3 percent off their heating and electrical
bills, sccording to Katherine Silver, a
broker for the Empire Realty Group
whis i 1.1|r|'|:nl|:|.' working towand an
EeoBmker Certibed Despmataon,
Buyers looking for o high-rise property
will also find the industry is focusing
more on oubdeor living spaccs Mew
developments  in Edgewater  and

Cliffaicde MParke sech s Omne Flisdson Park
and Auvrorn (hver thie Hudeoa, mchisde
terraces und rooftop pardens o put
resiclents at cuse.

frcrditional be

“Making beiter use of moofiops is the
mixt step for areas throwghoot the Gold
Coast, especially wath the inersdible
views of New York City,” says Chris
Winalow, dircctor of marketing  for
Torragon Development,

Melsom Chen, co-owner of the Chen
Agency Bealtors, has already bought a
place in the Awrors Over the Hudson
building hecause the pool arca reminded
him of something you would see in
Soaith Beach, Miami. Chen savs outdoor
space B very important to 90 percent of
has customers,

*Chitdoor Iving arcas are poing to
be more of a selling factor, and the
buildings that have it now will be miuch
miore appreciated in the fumre,” Chen

DOMICILE

says. “lm an urban aren like this, people
are workaholics and need o be able o
relux in o private place that is not their
|mr|g rocHn.

Bockyand dock in Hobolen moada with
i, & Iropical hordwood. Haot tub, geill
and child’s ployhouse. BoHom photo:
Hoboken backyard, tropleal hardwood
dack with wiought iron spindlas. Boiy
ciasigned by Adam Hoppe Dessgn, LLE,
Landscaping ond Inslaliaton by
Hufnogel Londscoping, Inc.
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